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Different kinds of CC Re-Use

Design

Core components, either simple ones or complex ones, can be re-used in the design of other Complex Core Components.

The Core Component may be re-used with a different specification of what data content is mandatory or conditional. Some may be identified as 'not required'. For example, a core component of DateTime may be re-used where the Time aspect is completely irrelevant.

Those re-used within a Complex Core Component will acquire a context of 'being used for a purpose' that is defined by the Complex Core Component within which they are contained. For example, a core component of Date would appear twice in a core component called Period, once as the Start Date and the second time as End Date.

It must be noted that the naming convention needs to connect, for example, the Context names Start and End to the core component Date, in order to create the unique used-in-context names Start Date and End Date.
When that Core Component itself is re-used, they will also inherit the context(s) in which that Complex Core Component is used. For example, a Period could be used as Availability Period and the two dates effectively become Availability Start Date and Availability End Date
Instance

Any Core Component can be re-used to convey the information for which it is designed about a specific topic. At this point, any mandatory content must be present, but any optional content capability needs only to be used when there is data to put into it. For example a slightly more complex core component Address may be designed to contain a mandatory Street Name Number, Town, and Post Code but an optional State and Country. A particular occurrence of 108 Highland Road, Norwich, NR2 3NW fulfils the mandatory requirement but does not need the optional Country United Kingdom in a domestic addressing context.

In addition to having a fundamental specification of what is mandatory and what is optional in a Complex Core Component, any specific re-use of the component in a context may redefine optional parts as mandatory for that context only. Re-use cannot vary parts that are identified as mandatory in the basic core component.

Domain Design

The requirements of individual industry domains will mean that Core Components are sometimes used in a modified or extended way. This is covered in a separate brief paper.

