The following diagram is an attempt to illustrate Core Components in UML meta-data terms.
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The generic Core Component may be either a single Core Component or it may be an aggregate of Core Components.





The relationship which aggregates generic Core Components together is Structural, which is one of the type of Contexts in which Core Components can be re-used.





All generic Core Components can be used to carry information in a specific business context and each becomes a specific Core Component.





The relationship in which a generic Core Component becomes a specific Core Component is Business (use), which is one of the type of Contexts in which Core Components can be re-used. There are several different business contexts. These are listed in the table which follows.





Context information includes Cardinality (whether each piece of information in the Component is optional or mandatory), Rules (which specify interdependencies between pieces of information), and Extensions (pieces of information that have been added for a particular re-use).





A particular Context may be made up of a combination of several different Context Factors.





A number of specific Core Components may be aggregated to form an Information Bundle, which equates to an EDI message or one-step one-direction exchange in an interactive dialogue.





Core Components are classified according to a Classification scheme in order that they can be extracted from the Registry/Repository in appropriate response to queries.


(Question: am I right in thinking this would also apply to registered specific Components, Contexts, and even Information Bundles?)
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